
Don’t forget to change clocks back  
1 hour before going to bed Saturday 

night, October 31, 2020. Daylight 
Savings Time fall back officially ends 

at 2:00 a.m. November 1, 2020.  

Volume 26 ,  I ssue 9  

Newsletter  Date  
  November 2020  

St. Paul’s Epistle 
ST .  PAUL ’S  UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH, MONTPEL IER ,  OHIO 

Pastor’s Column Pg 2 

Mission Column Pg 4 

Birthdays & Anniversaries Pg 5 

Worship Assistants Pg 7 

Kids Activity Pg 9 

Calendar Pg 11 

  

INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

 

Confirmation is November 1 
As you may remember, confirmation preparation sessions were com-
pleted this past spring by Nathan Case and Harlee Salazar.  On No-
vember 1, they will complete what they began by being confirmed.   
What is confirmation? United Methodists use the term 
"confirmation" to mark the first time a baptized Christian publicly 
"confirms" their intention to live the vows of the baptismal and 
membership covenant and so becomes a professing member of the 
local congregation and The United Methodist Church. 
Since Harlee had not previously received the sacrament of baptism, 
she was baptized on Sunday, October 4th, at Lake Seneca, with fami-
ly and church family in attendance.   
Nathan received the sacrament on July 13th, 2008, in Chillicothe, 
Ohio. 
As they are received into our church family, we all will join with 
them in renewing our commitments, and we will pledge to surround 
them with a nurturing community that helps them  grow in their lead-
ership, so that they take their place in leading the church into God's 
vision for her ministry throughout the world.  
 
Be sure and join us, in person or by Facebook!  
 
If you would like to find out more about joining the membership of 
St. Paul's, please let Lay Leader Ric Michael or Pastor Chuck know 
of your interest!    
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Dear St. Paul's family, 
During the Great Depression, life became very challenging. Even keeping the 
very essentials in the home was challenging.  Walter Cronkite in his memoirs 
remembers coming to the point that they didn't have any food in their home.  He 
says in "Cronkite Remembers" production that he knows "darn good and well that his mom made 
burgers from dog food".   
I read of one community of pastors who wrestled over whether to even hold the annual commu-
nity Thanksgiving service, citing the circumstances many in the community were in.  However, 
in many situations the realization of many blessings in the midst of the depression led communi-
ties to hold the service anyway. 
At one such gathering, according to the Star, of Big Rapids, Michigan, the speaker, Mr. Miller, 
took his theme, ‘Thanksgiving 1931 A.D.’, and, according to the paper, "“He said in part, ‘There 
are many today who think that the observance of Thanksgiving Day, 1931, is a joke.  
They ask, what is there to be thankful for? They claim that civilization has never been so near to 
the edge of the precipice of destruction as it is today and they see nothing hopeful. However, in 
reading history we are given hope and a better understanding and appreciation of our own day. 
We do not read far when we make the discovery that the world has often faced economic depres-
sions.”’ 
The speaker at the service said he was "thankful for the Depression itself, because adversity 
makes people stronger." 
As we approach Thanksgiving this year,  I am sure there are many who's feelings echo those of 
that day, and their number will probably only grow after the results of the upcoming election.  
In a 2017 article looking back as these articles, the Star comments,  "Giving thanks resonated a 
bit deeper during these Depression times, with people counting their blessings. People may not 
have had all the comforts they were used to — but they still had each other." 
They couldn't have known three years ago how timely those words would be in just a few years.   
I know that all of us can find many blessings that we are blessed with today.  Maybe the pandem-
ic of 2020 has even brought them into greater focus, and maybe the pandemic has brought about 
a blessing that would not have otherwise developed. That is certainly true in my family,  and I 
give thanks! 
May we always remember the words of the Apostle Paul, who said to the Thessalonians  "give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
From our home to yours,  I wish you and yours a very blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Blessings, 

 

 
 

Pastor Chuck 
********************************************************************************* 

Remembrance of the Saints/November 1, 2020 
In Loving Memory: 

Patrick Humbarger- November 30, 2019  Caroline Adams*- April 16, 2020 

Hobert Krouse*- December 4, 2019   Eileen Brandt -  October 18, 2020 

Barbara Kreischer*- January 21, 2020  Our Service Men & Women 

Dorothy Schlegel*- February 14, 2020 

Rena Trautman- March 27, 2020   * Designates  member of St. Paul’s UMC 
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Here we come a-caroling, 
among the leaves so 

green…   Love and joy come to 
you, and to you your wassail, 

too… 

We are plan-
ning on 
Christmas 
caroling this 

year on, Saturday, Dec. 5, 
but things will look a little 
different. We will not enter 
anyone’s home. Instead, we 
ask those we visit to open 
their window to hear us sing 
so we can spread Christmas 
cheer, not viruses. Those 
who would like to join us as 
we make our rounds can 
meet on the north side of the 
church. We will depart at 3 
p.m.  All ages are wel-
come! Come dressed for the 
weather, and bring your 
singing voice. 

Mid Week 
Bible Study  

The weather 
has turned, and  
Bible Study has 
returned in-
doors, meeting 
in the Disciple 
Depot at 6:00 p.m.  
on Wednesdays.  
During November, we will be 
studying Jesus Begins His Minis-
try, Love One Another, and All 
Things New, from the Favorite 
Bible Passages Book.  
There will be no Bible Study on 

Wednesday, November 25th.   

Did you know?   
Facebook Livestream 

is available to all!  
That's right! Our live stream-
ing of worship is public and 
available whether or not you 
have a Facebook account. 
Simply use the browser on 
your device and head to 
www.facebook.com/
stpaulsumcNWO. The most 
recent worship video is usu-
ally at the top, and with one 
click you can find videos for 
every week.   
You can also keep up with 
everything that is posted 
there! 
We are streaming worship 
through Facebook Live each 
week. We stream roughly the 
second half of worship most 
weeks, beginning at approxi-
mately 10:55. This allows us 
to not be concerned about 
streaming copyrighted con-
tent of songs & music, and 
privacy issues of prayer con-
cerns during the first half. 
Our licensing for streaming 
simply does not cover all 
songs, and we don't want that 
to limit our worship.  

Celebrate  
Thanksgiving... 

We will be celebrating Thanks-
giving all month long, as we 
again open our hearts to God's 
Showers of Blessings.   
We will welcome the return of 
the Blessing Bowl,  from which 
we will receive a blessing each 
and every week.   
On Sunday, November 15th, we 
will offer our personal response 
to those blessings and commit it 
to the Lord.   

This year there will be no  
community thanksgiving celebra-

tion sponsored by Montpelier  
Ministerial Association.   

Introducing the Newest Streaming Service 
for the Church 

amplifymedia.com 
What if you could stay engaged and encouraged anywhere and 
anytime with a library of the best resources for study and reflec-
tion? 
Through any device you now have 24/7 access to motivating sto-
ries, insightful teaching, and powerful resources. Amplify Media is 
the premier streaming service for Wesleyan content. 

file:///C:/Users/St%20Pauls%20Methodist/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ITWEHHWI/www.facebook.com/stpaulsumcNWO
file:///C:/Users/St%20Pauls%20Methodist/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ITWEHHWI/www.facebook.com/stpaulsumcNWO
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Operation  
Christmas Child 

Gearing up for the  

Christmas Shoebox Ministry.  

St. Paul’s will be participating 
in Operation Christmas Child 
sponsored by Samaritan’s 
Purse. We have the shoeboxes 
and brochures, to pass along 
to those who are interested in 
helping out in the disciple de-
pot area.  So shop now for 
your goodies to fill these box-
es. Unacceptable items are 
candy & toothpaste. Samari-
tan’s Purse has requested a 
donation of $9.00 to be in-
cluded to help cover the rising 
costs of shipping our gifts all 

over the 
world.  Box-
es need to 
be back to 
the church 
by Novem-
ber 15th. 
Each box 

includes a pamphlet with sug-
gestions for age appropriate 
items to be purchased.  
If you have any questions, 
please contact Beth Dye.  
Thank you, in advance, for 
your support of this project. 

         

  

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION’S  

COLUMN 
Thank you to everyone who 
brought in candy and boxed 
raisins to pass out to the trick-
or-treaters. We also, appreciate 
everyone who came to the 
Church to help pass out the 
treats to the children.  
The mitten tree will be going 

up in Novem-
ber. We will be 
collecting hats, 
mittens, scarves 
and socks for 
the tree. You 
may bring in 

either hand-made or store pur-
chased items during the month 
of November to help decorate 
the tree and make it color-
ful. These items will be donat-
ed to the See & Do or the 
homeless shelter in  
Bryan. 
 
We are therefore Christ’s am-

bassadors, as though God 
were making  

His appeal through us. 

 

New  
Assistance  
Ministry 
number 

The Montpelier Ministerial Assis-
tance ministry has a new phone 
number- 419-451-8456.  Montpel-
ier Ministerial Association is happy 
to help when some additional help 
is needed to avoid utility discon-
nection, keep rent current, secure 
needed prescriptions, or fuel the 
car. It is made possible by gener-
ous contributions from individuals 
and churches.   

Ric Buntain, Larry Newbauer, 
Mac Knapp, Gayle Adams, 
Don Headley, Brenda Head-
ley, Don Gullick,  Alice Watts, 
Frank Dewitt, Ned & Norma 
Snyder, Irene Smith, Ian Ala-
niz, Mike Anderson, Louise 
Anderson, Rey Olivo, John 
Patton, June Wetterstroem, 
Orren Van Zile, Anita Van 
Zile, Logan Fifer, Lainie Fifer, 
Brian Ocen, Bea Price, Re-
mington Beck, Dave Allman, 
Carey Kiess, Martin Kuhn Sr., 
Rachel Baker-Christophel, 
Donna King, Glenna Wright, 
Isaac David Robarge, Mary 
Short, Louise Case, Aggie 
Fritsch,  Jan Kelley, Kay By-
roads, Ric Dye, Amanda Fox 
& daughters, Lee Hart, Mary 
Knepper, Patty & Paul Le-
dyard, Andy Skiles, Young 
Leaders in our Church, The 
Homebound, Unspoken Pray-
ers, The Brokenhearted, Vic-
tims of Gun Violence, Fires & 
Natural Disasters, The Un-
employed, Christian Mission-
aries, Veterans & Military 
Service Men & Women , 
Our Community, State, Nation & 
World 

UMW NEWS 

UMW President ,Tanya Likens, 
has scheduled a regular meeting of  

St. Paul’s UMW  
 Tuesday, Nov. 3rd.  

Starting at 6:30 p.m. in the  
Robison Room. 



November Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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1    Kandy Houk 
2    John Widmer 
3    Brenda Headley 
4    Justine Schulte  
5    Kathi Bauer 
 Opal Deck 
 Ethan Marihugh 
7  Susan Gearhart 
          Gracelynn Bauer 
8   Mary Knepper 
 Chuck Moore 
11 Travis Shoup 
12 Rob Richmond 
13 Paul Ruble 
15 Alysia Miller 
      Cashe Thomas 
16 Juanita Ruble 
17 Dave Drerup 
        Todd Friend 
 Samantha Brink 
18 Stacie Moore 
        Amelia Repp 
22 Chase Mercer 
          Susie Spire 
25 Grace Beck 
         Cyrena Slagle 
26 David Donaldson 
27 Steve Bauer 
28 Mary June Trott 
29 Garry Mosier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We have two special  
birthdays this month.   
Let’s shower them with cards. 
 
 
16th: Juanita Ruble (98) 
12650 Co Rd K 
Montpelier  OH  43543 
 
28th: Mary June Trott (96) 
%Evergreen Manor 
924 Charlie’s Way 
Montpelier OH  43543 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 Caleb & Sidney Savage (2) 
7 Matt & Justine Schulte (11) 
13 Garry & Eron Mosier (27) 
22 Darrin & Markie Repp (12)  
27 James & Rebecca Witker (33) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ralph & Kelsey Geesey 
7110 Thornrose Dr 
Charlotte NC  28210-6169 
 
 
 
 
 

If you know or see a veteran, 
thank them for their service. 
Many of the freedoms we  
enjoy today are due to their and 
their families sacrifice.  

Veterans Day  
November 11, 2020 

 
 
 

We extend our  
congratulations to: 

 
Rickalene Chamberlain  
upon the marriage of her son 
& daughter in law, Jared and 
Alex Chamberlain who cele-
brated their wedding on  
October 10, 2020 in North 
Carolina. 
 
Ryan Ruble and Kimmy 
Moore who were united in 
marriage on Saturday,  
October 10, 2020.  
Ryan is the son of Rex & 
Marcy Ruble & grandson of 
Juanita Ruble 
 
Ryan & Kimmy are making 
their home at: 
12022 Co Rd I 
Bryan, OH  43506 
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Dear St. Paul’s 
Church, Thank 
you for the do-
nation to the 
School Nurse’s 

discretionary fund. It will be 
put to good use. Montpelier 
Schools Staff 
 
Thank you to all of the 
members and friends of 
St. Paul’s for your prayers 
and loving support through 
Dave’s illness and our time of 
sorrow. Your cards and pray-
ers helped to cheer him when 
he was hospitalized and com-
forting to know friends were 
praying. We are truly thank -
ful for your thoughtfulness, In 
Christ’s Love, the Family of 
Rev. David Tilly 

PRAYER  SHAWL  MINISTRY 

Prayer shawls and wheelchair 
throws are available to be giv-
en to anyone by our St. Paul’s 
church family. A clipboard is 
provided to register the deliv-
ery of a prayer shawl/throw. 
Please check the registry for 
those already delivered. Totes 
containing shawl/throws are 
kept near the Disciple Depot 
by the metal doors leading to 
the gravel parking lot. 

We also invite needle crafters 
who can crochet or knit to re-
plenish our inventory of 
shawls & throws. There is also 
a tote containing yarn for any-
one to use in creating prayer 
shawls or throws. Thank you 
to everyone who helps in any 
way with this ministry. 

Watch bulletins  
and the  

December  
newsletter  
for more  

information. 

            10:30            General           
              Missions         Online 
     Date          Worship           Fund             & More  Worship
            
  
10-04-20  64     $4920.30  $134.00  79 
 
10-11-20  56     $1642.30  $930.00  73 
 
10-18-20  63     $1912.00  $200.00           331 
 
10-25-20   64     $5612.03  $82.00  78 

S
U

N
D

A
Y

 S
T

A
T

IS
T

IC
S

 

Our Christian Love and 
Sympathies are extended to: 

 
Jerry & Dianne Bergman 
upon the passing of Jerry’s 
brother Ron Bergman who lived 
in Arizona.  
 
The family of Eileen Brandt, 
former resident of Montpelier 
and member of St. Paul's UMC, 
who died Sunday, October 18th, 
at the age of 99.  She was laid to 
rest in Riverside Cemetery on 
Saturday, October 24th. 

Ric & Barb Echler and family 
upon the passing of Ric’s Mom, 
Pauline Echler, who entered 
eternal glory on September 30, 
2020.  

Ruth Ramsey, widow of St. 
Paul’s past minister, Rev. Don 
Ramsey. Ruth & Don’s daughter  
recently passed away.Ra 
 
Please uplift these families 
in prayer as they travel the 
road of grieving. 
to 
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GREETERS 
1 Steve Bauer (N) 
         Kathi Bauer (S) 
   Open (W) 
8  Jerry Bergman (N) 
 Dianne Bergman (S) 
    Open (W) 
15 Ric Echler (N) 
   Cheryl Gallagher (S) 
                 Barb Echler (W) 
22 Mary Michael (N) 
 Val Michael (S) 
    Open (W) 
29 Kim Lenz (N) 
         Darlene Calvin (S) 
              Open ( W) 

 
ACOLYTES 

 1 Jenna Clinger & Ashton Salazar 
 8 Nathan Case & Johnny Fritsch 
15 Genevieve Repp & Aislinn McGee 
22 Myleigh Dye & Sarah Case 
29 Jenna Clinger & Harlee Salazar 
 

LEAD USHER 
 1 Ric Echler 
 8 Dail Fritsch 
15 Robert Deck 
22 Dail Fritsch 
29 Dail Fritsch 

 

LITURGIST 
 1 Patty Ledyard 
 8 Joyce Schelling 
15 Ric Michael 
22 Blayne Bible 
29 Amy Dohner 
 

COMMUNION STEWARD 
1 Connie Grice  

  

Scriptures for November 
These are the appointed scriptures from the lectionary for 
the Sundays and special days of  November. November 
brings the end of "Ordinary Time",  meaning the season 
in which Sundays are numbered since Pentecost.   
On November 29th we flip the church calendar to a new 
year and once again our Advent journey begins.  
 I encourage you to use these as part of your Bible read-
ing.  If you would like to follow the daily readings from 
the lectionary, see  https://
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily.php?year=A.  
 
All Saints Day - November 1 
Revelation 7:9-17 and Psalm 34:1-10, 22, 1 John 3:1-
3, Matthew 5:1-12 
November 8: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 and  
Psalm 78:1-7,  Thessalonians 4:13-18,  
Matthew 25:1-13 
November 15: Judges 4:1-7 and Psalm 123,  
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25:14-30 
Reign of Christ - November 22 
 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 and Psalm 100,  
Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46 
Thanksgiving Day- November 26 
 Deuteronomy 8:7-18 and Psalm 65,  
2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Luke 17:11-19 
First Sunday of Advent- November 29th 
Isaiah 64:1-9,Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19,  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:24-37 
  

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 1 Marty Brace 
 8 Armeda Sawmiller 
15 anonymous 
22 Jan Sundberg 
29 anonymous 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME LEADER 

  8 Pastor Chuck 
15 Beth Reimund 
22 Pastor Chuck 
29 Pastor Chuck 

 
NURSERY CARE 

Temporarily Closed 
               

                

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily.php?year=A
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/daily.php?year=A
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Celebrate Calm 
Parenting or 
Grand-parenting 
C.D.’s. (also good 
for teachers and 
day-care work-
ers).  

Because it is such 
a useful resource the Missions 
Committee has purchased 10 
Celebrate Calm parenting 
c.d.’s. stemming from a semi-
nar that St. Paul’s help sponsor. 
Anyone is allowed to check out 
the c.d.’s by contacting Marcy 
in the church office. These are 
chocked full of beneficial in-
formation that can be used to 
reduce the stress of raising and 
disciplining children in today’s 
society. Titles include: Ages 2-
7; 10 Secrets to Motivate Un-
motivated Kids; Straight Talk 
for Kids; 30 Days to Calm; En-
joy Your Strong-Willed Child; 
Straight Talk for Stressed-Out 
Moms; I Want To Be a Good 
Dad & Husband; Discipline 
That Works When Conse-
quences Don’t; ADHD Univer-
sity; Stop Defiance & Disre-
spect NOW!  
Please stop by the office if  
interested in listening to any or 
all of them. 
 
Thank you to Marlene Oxender 
who organized the celebrate 
calm seminar held in Bryan & 
Montpelier sponsored by  
several local organizations  
held on October 26 & 27. 

       Church Mouse says... 
(Church Mouse is here to offer a shout out 
to someone whose service or blessing you 
want to recognize.) 

 

 It was awfully sweet around here with so much candy sit-
ting in the hallway, thanks to so many donations! 

 Many thanks to Paul and Julianna Ruble for hosting our  
      wiener roast on October 11th. 
 It was great to hear the blessings for the pets at the 

Blessing of the Pets celebration. I didn't hear any for the 
church mouse though!   

 Hats off to Pat Oxender for leading energetic anglers to 
our local waters this fall for fishing. A lot was learned, 
and more fish will be caught next year! 

 Kudos to all the women having a great time with Cher-
ished, and to Kathi Bauer and Gail Widmer putting to-
gether the  

      curriculum.   
 Blessings to Patty Ledyard for her "fruity" message on 

Laity Sunday!  What a cast of lay leadership that was 
recognized that day!  

 Blessings to Harlee Salazar, who braved the cool waters 
for her baptism in Lake Seneca on Sunday, October 4th!  

 Hats off to Nathan Case for his dedication to getting our 
worship livestreamed via Facebook each week.   

 Welcome Back! to our choir, who joined together with 
Carol Carr directing beginning October 11th.   

  
 

Monthly Saturday Men's  

Fellowship 

Men of all ages- you are invited to a Community 
Men's Fellowship Breakfast on the fourth Saturday 
of the month at 9:00 a.m. at Kommon Kravings.  
We always eat good and pray for any needs.   
The November breakfast is Saturday the 28th.   
  
**Note that there will not be a December breakfast!   



 

 

Kids page 
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November 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

8:00 am UMM 
Breakfast 

 

 

 
 

Remember  All 
Saints Day 

 
Confirmation 

Sunday 

2 3 

6:30 pm UMW 

 

 

4 

10:00 am Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study 
7:00 pm Choir 
Practice 

5 6 7 

8 9 

 
6:00 pm Finance/
budget 
7:15 pm Ad Coun-
cil 
 

10 

6:30 p.m. SPRC/
Robison Room 

6:30 pm  
Trustees/
Sanctuary 

 
7:15 pm Missions 

meeting/
Fellowship hall 

11  
10:00 am Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study 
7:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
 

12 13 14 

11:00 am 
Private Memorial 

Service 

15 

 

2:30 pm 
Charge Confer-
ence @St. Paul’s 
 

Shoeboxes due 
back 

16 17 18 

10:00 am Bible 
Study 
6:00 pm Bible 
Study 
7:00 pm Choir 
Practice 

19 20 21 

22 

Showers of 
Blessings 
Sunday 

 
 

23 

 

24 25 

7:00 pm Choir 
Practice 

 

26 

Church Office 
Closed 

27 28 

29 30      

 9:00 a.m. Prayer Walk 
 9:15 a.m. Ladies Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 
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 We are gathering in person and online each week for worship. Our average attendance for 
the last four weeks in person is 62 and online is 140.  

  Thank you for all the donations of candy for Trick-or-Treat distribution!   

  Thanks to your support,  the Montpelier Ministerial Association helped at least 10 fami-
lies during October with needs ranging from lodging, rent, and gasoline assistance.   

 The Upper Room and Our Daily Bread Devotionals are made available to all who desire 
one.   

 Our confirmands are coming to Confirmation Sunday on November 1, with Harlee  
      Salazar receiving the sacrament of baptism on Sunday October 4th.  
 
 Our fire extinguishers, elevator lift, and heating systems have all been serviced.  

  Through our Tithes and Offerings we shared a total of just over $135,000.00  in tithes 
and offerings through the third quarter.  As you know, these investments underwrite our 
entire ministry...enabling welcoming worship, spiritual growth, and vital outreach.  

Our ministry in Jesus’ name is possible  
because of your generous gifts!  

Thank you!  

Save the Date!   

Our annual charge conference is scheduled for Sunday, November 15th at 2:30 p.m. 
at St. Paul's.  
Rev. Doug Widdowson, Pastor of Edon UMC, will be our presiding elder. 
At this gathering Pastor Chuck will share a review of the year, and offer his hopes for 
the year to come.  
We will take care of necessary business, dedicate goals for 2021, and elect new lead-
ership as well.   
All are welcome, and we hope you can join us.   
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Most church members in the late 20th century, asked about ministry, would have said “Our church hires the minister to 
do the ministry of the church for us. Ministry is what the minister does.” But in the 21st Century, churches are reclaim-
ing the ancient understanding that ministry, service in the name of Jesus Christ, is what all Christians do. Baptism is the 
only ordination needed for ministry to the world and in the church, in the name of Jesus, and all ordained and licensed 
ministry is rooted in baptism. 
In Ephesians 4:11-16, Paul writes: The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ. ... speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
Clearly, Paul expected every Christian to be a minister. The church leaders’ job was to equip the people for their minis-
try to the church and to the world by teaching, leading, organizing, encouraging, etc. As a Lay Servant, you are a minis-
ter, who equips other saints for ministry. 
That said, there are a lot of categories of ordained, licensed, commissioned and certified ministry in the United Method-
ist Church! To keep things straight, there’s a helpful chart linked in this assignment. 
Ordained clergy: 
Elders: “traveling elders in full connection,” ordained to ministries of word, service, order and sacrament. Elders are 
pastors in charge, DS’s, bishops, military chaplains, and in “extension ministries.” Appointed by the bishop with (so far) 
security of appointment, A.K.A. “guaranteed appointment.”  
Deacons: also members of conference in full connection, ordained to ministries of word, service, compassion and jus-
tice. Deacons are the UMC’s specialist clergy: ministers of music, education, administrators, counselors, and a huge 
array of “appointments beyond the local church” (ABLC): social workers, teachers, doctors, lawyers, principals, hospital 
administrators, community organizers, chaplains... 
Deacons must find their own positions, and have no security of appointment but, once the job is found, the bishop must 
approve and make it the deacon’s official appointment. Deacons who work outside the church also have “secondary 
appointment” to a local church, but exactly what that means is worked out at the local level. Deacons do not have sacra-
mental responsibility (except in certain extraordinary situations approved by the bishop).  
Licensed clergy: 
Licensed Local Pastors: not members of conference in full connection, LLP’s are counted as clergy and participate in 
the clergy session of annual conference. They are appointed by the bishop, but do not have security of appointment. 
They have sacramental responsibility in their own charge only, an extension of the DS’s sacramental responsibility. 
Lay ministry: All baptized persons receive spiritual gifts from God and are called to use them in ministry. Ordained 
and licensed ministry is rooted in baptism. 
Certified personnel: both laypeople and clergy can take classes in one of many specialized ministry areas and become 
certified. As of 2012, certifications were available in camp/retreat ministry, children’s ministry, Christian education, 
collegiate ministry, evangelism, ministry with the poor, ministry with people with disabilities, music ministry, older 
adult ministry, spiritual formation, urban ministry, youth ministry, church business administration, church communica-
tions. They are available in undergraduate, paraprofessional and professional categories. The certification training is the 
same for all; the category simply refers to the person’s level of education. 
Deaconesses and Home Missioners: Commissioned to lifelong full-time ministry of love, service and justice. These are 
primarily social workers or in other helping professions. In some central conferences, deaconesses are primarily church 
musicians and educators. Home missioners are men in the same role. 
Certified Lay Speakers: are Certified Lay Servants who have taken seven specific classes: Basic, Preaching, Living 
Our United Methodist Beliefs, Life in the United Methodist Connection, Leading Worship, Leading Prayer, and Spiritu-
al Gifts, and are approved by charge conference and DCOM (District Committee on Ministry). They serve in many dif-
ferent ways 
Class Leaders: The United Methodist Church is recovering the tradition of classes (small groups). Certification as a 
class leader is available. 
Lay Missioner: Bi-vocational (“tentmaking”) Hispanic persons, who are appointed to start and lead new Hispanic con-
gregations as part of the U.S. national Hispanic Plan. 
Certified Lay Minister: A relatively new category of bi-vocational laypersons who serve as part of a ministry team in a 
congregation, or lead a small congregation under the leadership of an elder or LLP. Certified lay ministers are Certified 
Lay Speakers with advanced training, who also undergo screening through the District Committee on Ministry 
(DCOM), including all background and psychological checks, and are recommended and approved by the DS and 
DCOM. 

The following is an article submitted by Dr. Jerry Bergman, Author, Speaker, Professor, explaining Ministry: 
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