
Briefing on the issues facing 
the United Methodist Church
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To begin, we need to note that these meetings are only 
informational meetings.  That we are not saying we are 
disaffiliating, nor are we saying we should disaffiliate.

Our church is in the discernment phase to see what the issues 
are, how we should or should not react to the issues, and to 
determine if there is a desire to pursue further action.

This presentation is not to try to influence one way or the 
other the choices we, as a local church, have.

2



To begin, we need to understand that we are not a stand-alone 
congregation.  We are part of a denomination, and that denomination 
holds us to standards.

These standards are found in the United Methodist Book of Discipline.

This Book of Discipline tells us how to organize our church, what 
doctrines to preach and teach, and how the denomination will ensure 
that we have a pastor.

This Book of Discipline also tells us that we do not own our church 
property or monies in our accounts.  This is called the trust clause.  This 
trust clause was established to ensure compliance to the Book of 
Discipline.

So, how is our church organized…
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How is the 
United 
Methodist 
Organized
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• Jurisdictional Conferences
• Within the United States

• Blue = Western
• Orange = North Central
• Gray = South Central
• Yellow = Southeastern
• Green = Northeastern 

We are in the North Central Jurisdiction
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• Jurisdictional Conferences / Central 
Conferences
• Outside of the United States

• Green = Northern Europe & Eurasia
• Maroon = Central and Southern 

Europe
• Brown = West Africa
• Gold = Africa Central
• Purple = Congo
• Blue = Germany
• Pink = Philippines
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• Annual Conference
• The annual Conference is a geographical region (composition of districts), an 

organizational body (made up of elected lay and clergy members), and a 
yearly meeting.

• Our state of Ohio is broken down into two Annual Conferences, the East and 
the West Ohio Conference

• We are in the West Ohio Conference, which is in the North Central 
Jurisdiction
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• Districts
• Each congregation in 

the United States is 
part of a district, 
which is an 
administrative 
grouping of churches 
in a geographic area

• Our West Ohio 
Annual Conference is 
broken down into 8 
districts.

• We are in Northwest 
Plains

9



•Charge / Church Conference
• As the visible presence or body of Christ, the local church is the place where 

members grow in faith and discipleship, putting their faith into action 
through ministry in the world.

• Each year, local churches participate in Charge / Church Conferences.  These 
meetings allow the church leaders to compile reports about the activities for 
the past year, and the goals for the coming year.  The Pastor also reviews 
these reports and together they come up with a plan to reach and serve the 
community and getting the message of salvation out into the lives of those 
who do not know Jesus.

• These reports are then presented to the District Superintendent, and they 
determine how the District can support the local church in its mission.

• A Charge / Church Conference is comprised of the members of the church.
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The reason for this presentation

11



What primary issue is causing all the trouble.

• Most people view the issue as a “fight” over approving or 
dis-approving the practice of homosexuality within the 
church.
• The view of many is that the church is debating if following the 

voice of society, which seems to be moving in the direction of 
acceptance and approval of homosexuality, is the right path for the 
church.

• Others view it as a “rights” issue, not a moral issue.  

• The Supreme court says it is okay, so why shouldn’t the church?
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What issue?

The questions:

• Does the church not love all people?

• Does the church allow anyone to be a part of the church?
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What Issue?

• As listed, 
• the church doesn’t stop people who identify as homosexual attending 

church…

• The church says in the 2019 Book of Discipline, paragraph 161G states:

• (See next slide)
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2019 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, paragraph 161G

• “Human sexuality – we affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all 
persons.  We call everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred 
gift.

• We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in 
the image of God.  All persons need the ministry of the church in their 
struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the spiritual and emotional 
care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, 
with others, and with self.

• The UMC does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 
considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.

• We affirm that God’s grace is available to all.

• We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, 
forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted 
us.
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What Does the church say?

According to the Book of Discipline

• The church does not prohibit homosexual’s from 
participating nor have membership in the church.

• Currently no “openly practicing homosexual” can be a 
minister in the UMC

• Currently no minister can officiate over a homosexual 
marriage

• Currently no church building can be used for a homosexual 
marriage

16



Church Doctrine is the way a person or ministry understands the 
teachings of the body to which they belong.

• Our United Methodist Doctrine is to accept 
• That the Bible is the Word of God
• That the Bible means what it says
• That no man can change the meaning of what the Bible says

• However, not all United Methodist ministers believe this or teach 
it, and because of this, set church doctrine is not being followed 
by all UM ministers or bishops.

• As the “Stay UMC” website says, we are a big tent, where we like 
it when we all think differently.  We can believe many things, but 
still be United Methodists.
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Simplified views of how some look at the Bible

The Bible “contains” the Word of God.

In this view, the Bible has the Word of God handed down to 
human authors.  But not all of what is in the Bible is from God.

Some of what is written are simply the views of the writers 
of the Bible.  

Some are ancient myths from other religions and written in a 
way that appears as if it was originally Jewish in nature.

Some of what is written are the views of the writers and of 
the times in which they were written in and have no impact upon 
today’s culture and times.
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Simplified views of how some look at the Bible:

The Bible has some of the Word of God, handed down to 
human authors.  

That it was mostly ancient religious teachings and moral 
teachings from the times of the writing.

All prophecy “foretelling of events” was written after the 
fact.

Very little of the Bible is truly applicable for today’s 
culture and time but may teach good moral lessons.
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Simplified views of how some look at the Bible:

That most if not all of the miracles in the Bible are simply 
natural events, easily explained by today’s modern science 
and if they relate to Jesus, most are considered exaggerations 
to help flesh out the “story” of Jesus.

Many people have a mixture of these views, and may not even 
know that they do.
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Simplified views of how Traditionalists look at the Bible:

Have the view that while it is true the Bible was written by 
humans, it was completely inspired by God, directed by the Holy Spirit, 
and that the manuscripts we have today are without any error that 
would compromise the meaning and integrity of the Bible as the Holy 
Word of God, including the miracles.

That the miracles and prophecies are accurate and were written 
when the Bible says/infers they were written.

That the Bible has all that is necessary for anyone reading it to 
come to a saving knowledge of Jesus as the Savior.
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Questions
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Why do the teachings of the denomination affect us and why 
do we have to obey what the denomination says?

• The UMC is a connected church, and we are governed by 
what is called the denominations Book of Discipline.

• This book dictates what the local church teaches, how the 
church is to be organized and what it can and cannot do as a 
local church.

• Every local church and pastor vows to uphold the Book of 
Discipline.

• If the Book of Discipline is changed by action of the General 
Conference, then all churches must adhere to the changes.
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So, what now….

• There are three factions in the UMC trying to “reform” the church.

Traditionalists
Centrists

Progressives
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Progressives
Want to change the book of Discipline: 

• To accept all forms of sexuality as acceptable and able to hold 
ministerial positions within the church.

• To marry and perform weddings in the church with the approval of 
God, because that is how people view a church wedding, regardless 
of sexual orientation.

• To make the doctrines of the church open for further interpretation as 
mankind evolves in its thinking.
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Centrists
Want to change the book of Discipline:

• To allow all forms of sexual orientation.

• To allow each church to choose if they will approve clergy in their 
pulpits who are practicing homosexuals.

• To allow each church to choose if they will allow their ministers to 
marry persons who are practicing homosexuals.

• To put like minded ministers and churches together.
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Traditionalists
Want to change the book of Discipline:

• To mandate that the Bishops enforce the Book of Discipline or face 
trials for misconduct.

• To change the fact that Bishops are not held accountable to anyone 
except for their own peers (other Bishops).

• To not allow Bishops to dismiss complaints and accusations by laity 
and clergy of misconduct by a clergyperson or Bishop.  To require due 
process according to the United Methodist Book of Discipline relating 
to trials and misconduct. 

• To have term limits for the office of Bishop, not lifetime appointments
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Traditionalists
Want to change the book of Discipline:

• Allow more collaboration when a new pastor is needed for a 
church/charge. 

• These changes are to allow for better accountability among all in the 
“church”.
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Questions
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Ramifications of the formation of a new 
traditionalist Denomination

The Global Methodist Church

A new Traditionalist Methodist / Wesleyan denomination formed on 
May 1, 2022.

• Some churches and annual conferences and local churches have 
already disaffiliated with the UMC.  

• Not all have gone to the Global Methodist Church, many have 
decided to go non-denominational and or have gone to another 
Wesleyan / Methodist denomination.
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Ramifications …
When Traditionalists disaffiliate: 

• Diminishes Traditionalist votes in the Annual Conferences and in the 
General Conference.

• In West Ohio Conference, in which we are a part, the % of 
Progressives/Centrists and Traditionalists is 50/50.

• With the disaffiliation being primarily traditionalists, this makes the 
passage of Progressive and Centrist programs much easier.
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Ramifications …
When Traditionalists disaffiliate: 

• The Protocol for Grace in Separation, a grace filled exit plan, is no 
longer a possibility, due to the cancellation of the General 
Conference, and that several of the original architects of the plan 
have withdrawn their support.
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Process of Disaffiliation, as of July 2022
• The Council of Bishops has outlined the following as the only approved 

avenue for disaffiliation, however the Judicial council is reviewing another 
paragraph that has been in the Book of Discipline since 1972.

• The paragraph for disaffiliation in the 2019 book of reports from the 
General Conference is 2553.  This is a process that is only good until 
December 31st, 2023.

• It prescribes the steps that must be taken.

• The first is for all churches to discern where they are being led due to the 
issues the UMC is facing.

• The next step is to hold informational meetings so that we can discern 
what, if anything, we are to do.
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Process of Disaffiliation

• If the local churches’ Administrative Board/Council discerns that there 
is support to disaffiliate then the Board/Council is to ask the District 
Superintendent for the cost of disaffiliation.
• The cost is determined upon two factors

• 1) 2021 & 2022 combined (district & conference) apportionments.

• 2) Unfunded Pension Liabilities.
• Pensions in the United Methodist Church cover all staff and clergy, that qualify.  This 

unfunded liability is the outstanding cost to fund all the pensions for their lifetime.
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Process of Disaffiliation, cost breakdown as we know to date (July 2022)

1) 2 full years of combined (district & conference) apportionments.
The 2022 annual combined apportionments are: $21,864.
Minus the amount we have paid to date.
The 2021 annual combined apportionments was: $21,864
Paid in 2021: $4,450
This estimated number is: $39,278 (less any amount paid in the 2022 apportionments)

2) Unfunded Pension Liabilities. 
This is the cost to fund all clergy and paid staff, that qualify for pensions, to cover the lifetime 
costs.  (not just the pastors and the staff each church has had, but all pastors and staff within the 
West Ohio Conference.)

The cost will change quarterly, but as of July 2022, will be $96,000.

Total cost, as of July 2022 is $135,278
The Administrative Board will vote whether to pursue the process of disaffiliation.

This cost will change based upon the market value of the Unfunded Pension Liabilities at the time of the 
disaffiliation vote by the Annual Conference.
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Why do we have to pay to leave the 
denomination?
• The reason is because the United Methodist Church uses what is 

called a Trust Clause upon all local churches.

• Why a trust clause?
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John Wesley, when he founded the Methodist church, saw a need to 
ensure that all churches were teaching the same doctrine.  (set 
teachings of the church).

This was done by not allowing each church to own its own building and 
forcing the church, via vows, to enforce funding of new churches and 
funding of missions.  The Methodist Church owned each building and 
was in charge of keeping the pulpit filled with qualified preachers, and 
to ensure that the pastors were teaching the set teachings of the 
church as found in the Book of Discipline.

So, all UMC churches are owned by the Conference in which they are 
located.

Each church is connected to each other and the conference for mutual 
support and has guaranteed placement of qualified preachers.  
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Why do we have to pay to leave the 
denomination?
• Since we do not own our building, nor do we own the monies in our 

bank accounts, if we disaffiliate, we must sever the trust clause and in 
order to stay out of court while fighting the trust clause, which has 
been a settled precedent in court for decades, we must follow this 
process to disaffiliate.

• This allows us to take the monies left and the deed to our buildings 
and property and become part of a new denomination or go non-
denominational.
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Process continued …

If we decide to disaffiliate.

• Contact the District Superintendent asking for a special Church 
Conference for the purpose of disaffiliation.

• The DS has 120 days to hold said conference

• The church, when a special church conference date is set, must make 
every effort to contact all official Church Members, to attend this 
special Church conference.

• At the Church conference, a minimum of 2/3rd of all official church 
members, who are in attendance, must approve disaffiliation.
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Process continued …

• If the 2/3rd threshold is met, the DS will move to notify the Bishop 
who will place the matter before the next scheduled Annual 
Conference for a vote to disaffiliate.

• After the Church conference vote, a process will begin to ensure that
all official requirements of the UMC and the Civil governments are 
met.

• After the Church conference vote, the church must contact the 
receiving Denomination for approval to affiliate.  If approved, the 
affiliation will take place when the Annual conference approves 
disaffiliation.
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What about the pastor?

• The pastor must make his/her own decision.

• The pastor is not tied to the church’s decision.

• If the pastor decides to disaffiliate, there is a separate process they 
must take, which then follows that process set by the Book of 
Discipline and the receiving denomination’s process.

• The optimum outcome would be if the church and pastor would 
disaffiliate and go to the same denomination.  If that occurs, and the 
denomination is the Global Methodist Church, then according to their 
website FAQ page, then the pastor and church will stay yoked.
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What if we choose to not make a change

• If we decide to stay United Methodist, we will continue to be held 
accountable to the United Methodist Book of Discipline, and any 
changes that may or may not be made at future General Conferences.

• The disfunction that appears to be happening at the General Church 
level and that filters down to local churches may continue and may 
increase.

• The church will not have to rebrand its building and materials which 
will need to happen if we disaffiliate.  (Cross & Flame will need to be 
removed)

• No further action is needed to stay United Methodist.

42



What if we decide to change to another 
denomination.
• All the steps of disaffiliation must happen as outlined in the 

paragraph 2553, of the 2019 Book of Discipline, and the West Ohio 
Conference trustees.

• Will have to research what will be required of us , and what that new 
denomination believes and what their Book of Discipline states. 

43



What if we decide to change to non-
denominational
• All the steps of disaffiliation must happen as outlined in the 

paragraph 2553, of the 2019 Book of Discipline, and the West Ohio 
Conference trustees.

• Will have to “reinvent the wheel” as it were to decide what our 
doctrines / beliefs will be.  How we want to be organized.

• A danger of going non-denominational is that we may have a doctrine 
change with each new pastor or new leadership team.  

• No firm standards will be able to look too for guidance.
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Questions
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Two Denominations
What are the differences



Topic Post Separation UMC Global Methodist Church

General conference, Annual 
Conference, District Structure?

Yes will stay as is, however Annual 
Conferences and District 
boundaries in many locations will 
be adjusted

Yes.  Annual and District 
boundaries will be new in many 
places.  General Conference will 
meet every 2 years while church is 
organizing and every 6 years 
afterward

General Boards and Agencies? Inherits the current 13 New, leaner structure with a single 
connectional operations officer 
overseeing

Name? The United Methodist Church Global Methodist Church

Trust Clause on Local church 
properties?

Yes, Local church property held in 
trust for the annual conference

No, local church property owned by 
local church

Global in nature? Likely yes (U.S., Western Europe, 
parts of Philippines, and maybe 
Africa)

Likely yes (U.S., Eastern Europe, 
part of Philippines, and Africa)  
Some former UMC Conferences in 
Latin America and Asia have 
indicated an interest in joining as 
well.



Topic Post Separation UMC Global Methodist Church

Openly noncelibate homosexual 
or Transgender Bishops and 
Clergy?

Yes No

Clergy performing same-sex 
weddings?

Yes, if they so choose. No

Clergy deployment Ordained clergy guaranteed an 
appointment by the bishop, and 
the local church guaranteed a 
pastor of the bishops choosing—
with consultation.

Collaborative appointment system 
where church lay leaders have a 
bigger voice in the appointment.  
NO guaranteed appointments for 
clergy.  Bishop must sign off on the 
selection made.  Minority 
candidates must be considered.

Bishops Yes, Bishops for life (in the U.S.).  
Selected by Jurisdictional/Central 
Conferences and paid by the 
General Church

Yes.  Term-limited.  Called by the 
annual conference from a list of 
candidates approved at General 
Conference.



Topic Post Separation UMC Global Methodist Church

Ordination Elders and Deacons are separate 
orders.  Commissioning is a step 
towards ordination in both orders.  
Many/most clergy are non-
ordained, licensed local pastors 
with limited sacramental authority.  
Deacons do not have full 
sacramental authority.

Note: this is a work in progress.  In 
an effort to restore connection 
between ordination and the 
sacraments, there may be a return 
to the pre-1992 understanding that 
elders are first ordained as 
deacons.  Local pastors will first be 
ordained as deacons.  When they 
have completed the Course of 
Study, they may pursue elder’s 
orders.  There will be permanent 
deacons and deacons on their way 
to become elders.  Deacons have 
sacramental authority.

District Superintendents? Yes.  Appointed by the bishop Presiding elders (the historic term 
for DS’s) may also serve a local 
church.  They will be selected by 
the bishop from a nominated slate 
elected at a district conference.  
District size will be smaller.



Topic Post Separation UMC Global Methodist Church

Clergy Appointment Length? One year at a time. However the 
practice is that only if the church or 
the pastor asks for change will a 
change take place.

Open-ended.  The bishop’s consent 
is required to declare a pulpit open.

Clergy Pension? Administered by Wespath. Administered by Wespath.

Apportionments? Yes Yes, General church 
apportionments will be about half 
of what is paid by a UMC 
congregation currently.  Conference 
apportionments are up to each 
annual conference but encouraged 
to be lean.  (Talk is that total of 
both apportionments will not 
exceed 10% of a local churches 
operating budget)



Topic Post Separation UMC Global Methodist Church

Position on Abortion? Likely nuanced pro-choice. We believe that life is a holy gift from 
God whose beginnings and endings are 
set by God, and that it is the particular 
duty of believers to protect those who 
are powerless to protect themselves, 
including the unborn.  We believe 
human life begins at conception and 
abortion ends a human life.

Theology Pluralistic, flexible per “Our Theological 
task”, with articles and confessions 
retain as historical markers. As 
currently in the UMC Book of Discipline

Classic, per the Methodist Articles of 
Faith and EUB Confession of Faith, but
updated into a single document in 
today’s vernacular.  This work is to be 
done by a blue-ribbon commission 
created at the first convening 
Conference.



Questions
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What next?

• We need to pray.

• We need to discern if the issues of the UMC do or do not necessitate 
a decision to leave or not to leave, based upon our view of scripture 
and the teaching of the church for over 2,000 years of church history.

• We need to determine if we will disaffiliate, and to do this we need 
the actual cost of disaffiliation to help make our decision.

• We need to help those who have not been a part of these 
informational meetings, by becoming aware of the information and 
options you have learned today.
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What next?

• You need to let your Administrative Board/Council representatives know of 
your view of what decision you think we should make.  Those people are:

Paul Ruble - Chair

Patty & Paul Ledyard – Lay Delegates

Rick Michael – Lay Leader

Cathy Babcock – SPRC chair

Chuck Moore – Finance chair

Dail Fritsch – Trustee chair

Marcy Ruble – Recording secretary
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What next?
• You need to let your Administrative Board/Council representatives 

know of your view of what decision you think we should make.  Those 
people are (continued)

Armeda Sawmiller – Missions chair

Cindy Clark – United Women of Faith chair

Steve Bauer – United Methodist Men chair

Carol Carr – Christian Education / Youth Council chair

Sue Jordan – At large

Amy Dohner – At large

Kelly Michael – At large
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